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Tour leaders: Andy Smith (Naturetrek)
Claude Robinson (local guide)

Tour participants: Jonathon Seabrook
Chris and Ann Hulatt
Margaret Greig
Spyros and Pippa Zintilis
Anne Galtrey
Michael and Val Pink
Derek and Jeanne Barber
Gerry Price

Day 1 Sunday 9th October

fter our long journey from Europe the group arrived on time at Antananarivo International Airport in the late
evening. Formalities concluded we transferred to our hotel in central ‘Tana for a few precious hours sleep.

Day 2 Monday 10th October

Unfortunately our early morning flight from Tana to Fort Dauphin was delayed until lunchtime so we spent the
morning at lake Alarobia in the Tana suburbs where we saw a host of herons and ducks, including the handsome
and endemic Madagascar Pond Heron, and lots of alarmingly large but harmless Golden Web Spiders.

We finally arrived in Fort Dauphin in the mid-afternoon and drove west to Berenty. Two Sickle-billed Vangas
hooting from a roadside tree were a notable highlight and the spiny forest set against a fine sunset provided a
beautiful and memorable sight. Arriving at Berenty after dark we settled in and then set off on a short night walk
during which we notched up White-footed Sportive Lemur and both Torotoroka Scops and White-browed Owls
– not bad!

Day 3 Tuesday 11th October

A full morning at Berenty exploring both the gallery forest along the broad Mandrare River and the nearby spiny
forest brought us into close and prolonged contact with Verraux’s Sifakas, Ring-tailed and Brown Lemurs and a
few diminutive Grey Mouse Lemurs. A tree full of Madagascar Flying Foxes squabbling noisily and fanning
themselves with their leathery wings were another highlight and wide range of birds included Hook-billed Vanga,
Giant and Crested Couas, Madagascar Harrier Hawk, Frances’s Sparrowhawk, Madagascar Green Pigeon and
Madagascar Hoopoe. Reptiles were represented by a couple of fine Spiny-backed Chameleons and a few neat
little Three-eyed Lizards and insects included some bizarre Flattid Leaf-bug nymphs complete with their feathery
white waxy excresances. In the mid/late afternoon we retraced our steps to Fort Dauphin and installed ourselves
at the comfortable Miramar Hotel.
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Day 4 Wednesday 12th October

In the morning we visited an area of littoral forest (coastal forest on sand dunes) at Mandena and then the Sidi
Botanical Gardens. At the former we admired the unique (and dense) vegetation with its large stands of Three-
cornered Palms, searched in vain for Woolly Lemurs and found a superb Chabert’s Vanga resplendent with its
vivid blue eye-ring attending its beautifully crafted nest high in the fork of a tall tree. At the botanical gardens we
found bizarre Pachypodiums flowering in a natural rock garden and admired the views over the adjacent
marshes, mountains, lagoons and sea. The afternoon was spent at leisure exploring the many and varied delights
of Fort Dauphin.

Day 5 Thursday 13th October

Humpback Whales cavorting in the blue waters of the bay below the hotel started the day well before we set off
to explore the wonderful Androhehela National Park. During the morning we walked in a superb area of spiny
forest where we admired the bizarre vegetation, found a neat Sportive Lemur roosting in the cleft between two
of the vertical arms of a spiny Dideraceae (how could it possibly have been comfortable in such a position?). A
range of exciting birds including several Crested Couas, a Madagascar Buttonquail, a White-headed Vanga and a
superb Banded Kestrel. In the afternoon we visited an area of transitional forest along a beautiful, wide, rocky
river valley. Birds were few and far between and mammals non-existent on account of the heat but the
vegetation, the many and varied Rock Iguanas and the fine setting were interest enough.

Day 6 Friday 14th October

In the morning we enjoyed a leisurely breakfast and went for a walk around the nearby headland noting some
more rather distant Humpback Whales. Then, after an early lunch, we drove the short distance to Fort Dauphin
airport. Our twenty seater Twin Otter arrived on time but wouldn’t take off with both us and our luggage
(despite our possession of valid tickets) on the grounds that we were too heavy. Much wrangling ensued but the
pilot was adamant and in the end, an hour or so late, we left Fort Dauphin without Claude our local guide! He
eventually caught us up in Ranomafana some 48 hours later. Meanwhile, ever intrepid, we touched down in
Manjanara a couple of hours later after an interesting flight up the south-east coast and found our waiting bus
and driver. Our journey then took us away from the coast and up into the mountains. We finally arrived at
Ranomafana at 9.30pm – not a moment too soon!

Day 7 Saturday 15th October

In the morning we walked a number of the trails in Ranomafana National Park. Our main target, the lemurs, did
not disappoint and we enjoyed good views of Red-bellied, Greater Bamboo and Eastern Woolly. Birds included
both Velvet and Common Sunbird Asity, Rand’s Warbler, Madagascar Brush Warbler, Spectacled Greenbul,
Tylas Vanga, Madagascar Starling and Forest Fody. We finished up at the Belle Vue viewpoint overlooking the
steamy rainforest canopy where the confiding Green Day Geckos provided good photographic opportunities.

In the late afternoon we returned to Bellevue, noted a Pitta-like Ground Roller en-route, and got close up views
of a couple of Striped Civets, three Ring-tailed Mongooses and at least four exquisite Brown Mouse Lemurs as
they came in to the feeding station. A bizarre Leaf-tailed gecko finished the day off nicely for us as we made our
way back out of the park in the dark.
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Day 8 Sunday 16th October

In the morning the group split into two, one contingent continued the quest for lemurs and the other pursued
birds. Both met success, with the former finding both Milne Edward’s Sifakas and Golden Bamboo Lemurs and
the latter a host of notable birds including Madagascar Wood Rail, Blue Coua, Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher,
Forest Rock Thrush, White-throated Oxylabes, Crossley’s Babbler, Long-billed Greenbul and both Red-tailed
and Pollen’s Vangas. As we returned to the village for lunch we noted a pair of Madagascar Tree Boas sunning
themselves at the side of the road.

In the late afternoon a trip to Vohipara introduced us to an area of higher altitude forest interspersed with
marshy clearings. A range of interesting invertebrates and colourful orchids were noted but the overwhelming
highlight was a pair of distinguished Meller’s Ducks, a rare and localised endemic, sitting on the river.

Day 9 Monday 17th October

We left Ranomafana after breakfast and stopped a little way up the road to admire the famous Namorona
waterfall and do a little birding. A fine immature male Velvet Asity complete with delicate all-over golden scaling
was the star find before persistent rain forced us onwards. As we continued westwards towards Fianarantsoa and
the main road the weather improved and we enjoyed brief views of a pair of roadside Red-bellied Lemurs. In the
early afternoon we stopped at a small marsh backed by an area of primary forest. An exciting hour or so here
produced a Madagascar Harrier Hawk, two Madagascar Snipe, a pair of Cuckoo Rollers, a Long-billed Green
Sunbird, a few Madagascar Swamp Warblers, a couple of striking Stonechats and a confiding White-throated
Rail. Best of all however was a Lowland Streaked Tenrec, whiffling around in the damp grass at the edge of a
pool. Looking something like a cross between a mole and a hedgehog, but in a strange, stripy, harlequin costume,
it was the first tenrec that any of us had seen and was much appreciated. Ambositra, with its woodcarving
tradition provided a late afternoon retail therapy stop and then we proceeded fast north through the prosperous
and scenic Merina highlands to Antsirabe. We arrived at our comfortable hotel a little after dark with a fine full
moon lighting the sky.

Day 10 Tuesday 18th October

Another travelling day. We left Antsirabe, the rickshaw capital of Madagascar shortly after 7am. and drove north
towards Tana through another stretch of typical highland scenery. A roadside craft stall shopping break
overlooking a wide grassy valley produced several Madagascar Bush Larks, a Madagascar Cisticola and a distant
calling Quail. We arrived in Tana around midday, enjoyed a leisurely lunch at the Plaza Hotel and then continued
our journey, now eastwards, through more hill country. As the afternoon progressed we passed patches of
remnant rain forest on the steeper slopes. In the late afternoon we passed through prosperous looking
Moramanga and then turned off towards Perinet/Andasibe. We arrived at the luxurious Vakona Lodge a little
after sunset, in good time to settle in before dinner.

Day 11 Wednesday 19th October

The day dawned wet as we made our first excursion into Perinet/Analamazaotra Special Reserve. Undaunted we
enjoyed a productive morning that involved both Parson’s and Nose-horned Chameleons; a range of interesting
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birds including Blue Pigeon, Madagascar Spinetail Swift and Red-tailed Vanga and, best of all, a group of three
magnificent Indri indulging in their spine-tingling and ear shattering chorus.

After lunch and a restful afternoon back at Vakona we returned to Perinet for a night walk. A Collared Nightjar
and a Madagascar Long-eared Owl put in brief appearances but once again the lemurs stole the show. In a short
space of time we saw four Greater Dwarf Lemurs shinning along a telegraph wire to some bait in a Traveller’s
Palm, a trio of Common Brown Lemurs and four distant Woolly Lemurs.

Day 12 Thursday 20th October

We spent the morning in the steep rainforested hills of the Mantadia National Park. An initial “birding” walk
along the road was very productive as we saw a single Grey Bamboo Lemur, several Common Brown Lemurs
and a party of four superb Diademed Sifakas. Bird highlights included Lesser Cuckoo, Madagascar Pygmy
Kingfisher, Nuthatch and Blue Vangas and three neat little Ward’s Flycatchers. Venturing off the road into the
depths of the forest we were treated to some more good views of Diademed Sifakas before it was time to return
to Vakona for lunch.

In the late afternoon we retraced our steps up to Mantadia for a night walk. Fireflies flashed through the
darkness as we strolled down the track, a Collared Nightjar was discovered sitting along a branch and then two
Broad-billed Rollers, which sat blinking into the torch beam. Grey Bamboo, Brown Mouse and Small Toothed
Sportive Lemurs completed the picture. All in all a good day!

Day 13 Friday 21st October

A full day in Mantadia. A host of good birds included Madagascar Little Grebe, Henst’s Goshawk, Greater Vasa
Parrot, Blue Coua, Madagascar Blue Pigeon, Madagascar Spinetail Swift, Cuckoo Roller, Long-billed Greenbul,
Tylas Vanga and White-throated Oxylabes. Lemurs included more Common Brown and Grey Bamboo plus a
superb trio of much anticipated and much appreciated Black and White Ruffed!

Day 14 Saturday 22nd October

A smart Red-fronted Coua before breakfast at Vakona stated the day well. A full morning at Perinet began with
Madagascar Sparrowhawks at the nest, continued with excellent views of Indris and concluded at the nearby
Orchid Garden. Some of the group made a late afternoon sortie to Ampasimotsy Marsh and found both
Madagascar and White-fronted Rails and a Madagascar Nightjar.

Day 15 Sunday 23rd October

Our last day in Madagascar. Early morning walks at Vakona produced more views of the Red-fronted Coua, a
Humblot’s Heron by the pond and a Rufous-headed Ground Roller (unfortunately heard only). After breakfast
several members of the group visited the nearby Vakona Ranch where they enjoyed encounters with captive
Fossas and a tame Cuckoo Roller. After this we made our way back to Tana and in the late afternoon visited the
flower and craft markets before preparing ourselves for that long overnight journey back to the UK.
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Species lists

Birds

October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Madagascar Little Grebe Tachybaptus pelzelnii 1 3

Greater Frigatebird Fregata minor 1

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 100 10

Common Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 100 1

Madagascar Pond Heron Ardeola idae 2

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 100+ 30 20 20 15 50 25 1 2 20

Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus 1 1 1 1 1

Black Egret Egretta ardesiaca 6

Dimorphic Heron Egretta dimorpha 100 5 10 10

Great White Egret Egretta alba 30 2 2 5 10 10 1 60+

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1 1

Humblot's Heron Ardea humbloti 1 1 1

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 1 4 6 2

White-faced Duck Dendrocygna viduata 500 6 20

Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 30 1

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 150 5 22 2

Meller's Duck Anas melleri 2

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptus 10 20 5 10 5 3

Madagascar Harrier- Hawk Polyboroides radiatus 1 1 1

Henst's Goshawk Accipiter henstii 1

Frances's Sparrowhawk Accipiter francesiae 2 1

Madagascar Sparrowhawk Accipiterbrachypterus 2

Madagascar Buzzard Buteo brachypterus 1 1 2 2 1 2 4

Madagascar Kestrel Falco newtoni 5 8 1 8 1 1 5 1 1
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October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Banded Kestrel Falco zoniventris 1

Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 1h

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 6

Madagascar Buttonquail Turnix nigricollis 2

Madagascar Flufftail Sarothrura insularis 1

Madagascar Wood Rail Canirallus kioloides 1

Madagascar Rail Rallus madagascariensis h h

White-throated Rail Dryolimnas cuvieri 2 h h

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 2 1

Madagascar Snipe Gallinago macrodactyla 2

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 2

Greenshank Tringa nebularia 25

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 2 2 1

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 1 5 1

Greater Crested Tern Sterna bergii 2 2 1

Malagascar Turtle Dove Streptopelia picturata 1 12 2 6 1 1

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 3 40 2 15

Madagascar Green Pigeon Treron australis 1 2

Madagascar Blue Pigeon Alectroenas madagascariensis 1 3 5 4 2

Greater Vasa Parrot Coracopsis vasa 3 2 6 10 10 6 2

Lesser Vasa Parrot Coracopsis nigra 2 6 5 h h 1 1 2 2

Grey-headed Lovebird Agapornis canus 7 6

Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo Cuculus rochii 1 5h 3+3h 1h 2h 2+2h 4+2h 3h 1h

Giant Coua Coua gigas 6 1

Red-fronted Coua Coua reynaudii 1 1

Green-capped Coua Coua oliveiceps 2

Crested Coua Coua cristata 10 10
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October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Blue Coua Coua caerulea 2h 2 3 1h

Madagascar Coucal Centropus toulou 1+1h 1+5h 2h 1 3h 1+2h 2 1+1h 1+2h 2 1

Madagascar Long-eared Owl Asio madagascariensis 1j

Torotoroka Scops Owl Otus madagascariensis 1+1h 2

White-browed Owl Ninox superciliaris 3+2h 1

Collared Nightjar Caprimulgus enarratus 1 2

Madagascar Nightjar Caprimulgus madagascariensis 2h 1

Madagascar Spinetail Zoonavena grandidieri 2 4 20 20 2

Alpine Swift Apus melba 6

Madagascar Black Swift Apus barbatus 6 30 2 2 3 4 2

Madagascar Kingfisher Alcedo vinsiodes 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2

Mad' Pygmy Kingfisher Ceyx madagascariensis 2 2 2

Madagascar Bee-eater Merops superciliosus 4 2 8 1 3 1 10 8

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 2 1 4 8

Pitta-like Ground Roller Atelornis pittoides 1+1h 1h

Rufous-headed Ground Roller Atelornis crossleyi 1h

Madagascar Cuckoo-Roller Leptosomus discolor 4 2 4 1 4 4 2

Madagascar Hoopoe Upapa marginata 5 3

Velvet Asity Philepitta castanea 1 2 1 1 1 1

Common Sunbird-Asity Neodrepanis coruscans 2

Madagascar Bush Lark Mirafra hova 1 6

Mascarene Martin Phedina borbonica 40 1 5 10 2 3 50 15 12 25 30 30 25

Brown-throated Sand Martin Riparia palucicola 50 30

Madagascar Wagtail Motacilla flaviventris 8 1 4 2 3 3 5 10 20 6

Ashy Cuckoo-shrike Coracina cinerea 1 1 2

Madagascar Bulbul Hypsipetes madagascariensis 5 12 10 6 5 15 15 15 5 10 10 10 10 10

Forest Rock Thrush Monticola sharpei 1
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October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Madagascar Magpie-robin Copsychus albospecularis 1 6 2 10 1 2 6 5 10 5

Stonechat Saxicola torquata 3 1 3 2 8 4 4

Madagascar Brush Warbler Nesillas typica 5h 5h 1+2h 10 10 20 10 5

Subdesert Brush Warbler Nesillas lantzii 2+3h

Madagascar Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus newtoni 2+1h 4 2 2 2 2

Rand's Warbler Randia pseudozosterops 1+4h 2 1h 1 6 2

Common Newtonia Newtonia brunneicauda 1+2h 1+2h 1h 1 2 7 5 2

Madagascar Cisticola Cisticola cherina 1h 3h 1h 1 2

Ward's Flycatcher Pseudobias wardi 3 2 2

Mad' Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone mutata 6 3 1 2 1 1 1 4 6 2

Common Jery Neomixis tenella 1 5 12 5 4 10 10 1 1 10 2 2

Green Jery Neomixis viridis 1 1h

Stripe-throated Jery Neomixis striatigula 1 2+3h 1h 1

White-throated Oxylabes Oxylabes madagascariensis 1 1

Crossley's Babbler Mystacornis crossleyi 3h 1

Spectacled Greenbul Bernieria zosterops 1 2 2 2 1

Long-billed Greenbul Bernieria madagascariensis 2 1 1

Souimanga Sunbird Nectarina sovimanga 6 15 20 20 20 8 10 10 10 10 5

Madagascar Green Sunbird Nectarina notata 3 2 2

Madagascar White-eye Zosterops maderaspatanus 5+ 3 13 10 h 20 10 10 10 5

Red-tailed Vanga Calicalicus madagascariensis 5 2 1 2

Hook-billed Vanga Vanga curvirostris 1+2h 1

Pollen's Vanga Xenopirostris polleni 1

Sickle-billed Vanga Falculea palliata 2 1

White-headed Vanga Artamella viridis 1

Chabert's Vanga Leptopterus chabert 2+1h 1 2 7 4 6

Madagascar Blue Vanga Cyanolanius madagascarinus 2 1
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October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Nuthatch Vanga Hyositta corallirostris 3 2 1

Tylas Vanga Tylas eduardi 1+1h 2 1

Crested Drongo Dicrurus forficatus 15 8 5 1 2 2 3 10 6 6

Pied Crow Corvus albus 100 50 15 20 20 20 30 2

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 20 50 15 20 20 20 20 2 10

Madagascar Starling Saroglossa aurata 2 2 4

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 5 1

Nelicourvi Weaver Ploceus nelicourvi 4 1 2 2 5 6 6

Sakalava Weaver Ploceus sakalava 5 10

Madagascar Fody Foudia madagascariensis 25 5 5 5 4 1 10 10 6 6

Forest Fody Foudia eminentissima 2 1

Madagascar Mannikin Lonchura nana 4 5 2 2 10 5 1 2
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Lemurs

October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Diademed Sifaka Propithecus diadema diadema 3 10

Verreaux’s Sifaka Propithecus verreauxi verreauxi 1 25

Milne Edward's Sifaka Propithecus diadema edwardsi 3

Indri Indri indri 4 h h 8

Woolly lemur Avahi laniger 4 4 1

Ring-tailed Lemur Lemur catta 50

Black and White Ruffed Lemur Varecia variegata variegata 3

Red-bellied Lemur Eulemur rubiventer 2 2 2

Common Brown Lemur Eulemur fulvus fulvus 10 6 5 h

Red-fronted Brown Lemur Eulemur fulvus rufus 25 5

Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemur Hapalemur griseus griseus 3 1 2

Golden Bamboo Lemur Hapalemur aureus 5

Greater Bamboo Lemur Hapalemur simus 3

Grey Mouse Lemur Microcebus murinus 5

Brown Mouse Lemur Microcebus rufus 4+ 1 2

Greater Dwarf Lemur Cheirogalus major 4

White-footed Sportive Lemur Lepilemur leucopus 2 2 1

Small-tooth Sportive Lemur Lepilemur microdon 1

Fanaloka (Striped Civet) Fossa fossana 2

Lowland Streaked Tenrec Hemicentetes semispinosus 1

Eastern Red Forest Rat Nesomys rufus 1

Madagascar Flying Fox Pteropus rufus 100+

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 3 9 1

Ring-tailed Mongoose 3
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Reptiles

October 2005

Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Short-nosed Chameleon Calumma gastrotaenia 1 1

Short-horned Chameleon Calumma brevicornis 1 1 2

Parson's Chameleon Calumma parsonii 1

Nose-horned Chameleon Calumma nasuta 1 3

Spiny-backed Chameleon Furcifer verrucosus 3 4

Jewel (Carpet) Chameleon Furcifer lateralis 1

Day Gecko spp. Phelsuma spp. 10 10 1 4 1 10 10

Big-headed Gecko Paroedura pictus 2 1 1

Leaf-tailed Gecko sp. Uroplatus sp. 1

Iguanid sp. Oplurus saxicola 50

Iguanid sp. Oplurus cyclurus 20

Four-spotted Iguanid Oplurus quadrimaculatus 50

Three-eyed Lizard Chalerodon madagascariensis 6 15

Plated Lizard spp. Zonosaurus spp. 1 5 1 6 1

Skink sp. Mabuya aureopunctata 5

Elegant Skink Mabuya elegans 1

Madagascar Tree Boa Sanzinia madagascariensis 2 1


